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UPDATED: NOVEMBER 2009
ALFRED O. OWINO, M.Sc, B.Sc
Senior Consultant Biodiversity Conservation & Research
BIRTH
05 December 1972
CITIZENSHIP
Kenya
EDUCATION
Ph.D. Candidate, Resource Ecology Group, Wageningen University, The Netherlands, Present.

M.Sc. Honours, University of Cape Town, South Africa, 2005

B.Sc. Moi University, Kenya, 1997
APPOINTMENTS
2005 - Present 
Visiting Ornithology Lecturer – Kenya Wildlife Service Training Institute, Naivasha
2006 - Present
National focal point for technical matters for AEWA in Kenya 

2007 - Present 
Sub-regional Training Board for AEWA-GEF Project: Conservation of critical network of sites for migratory waterbirds within the AEWA Flyway 
2006 - 2007
Capacity Development Officer (CDO) – Eastern and Southern Africa, AEWA/UNEP/GEF Flyways Project 
2002 - 2003
National Museums of Kenya representative, Darwin Initiative (UK) – Wetlands biodiversity monitoring for site management planning in eastern Africa 
2002 - 2003
Regional Coordinator for Eastern Africa African Waterbird Census programme
2003
Project advisory team - Darwin Initiative (UK) funded project to monitor Kenya’s Important Bird Areas 
2003
Member of technical taskforce on Biodiversity Indicators for National Use (BINU)
WORK AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

2009 - Present
Kenya Wildlife Service, Senior Scientist Biodiversity Information — Provide strategic direction and coordination of biodiversity information management required for assessment and interpretation and reporting on the state of biodiversity in Kenya’s conservation areas (parks and reserves) and other ecologically significant areas in Kenya to support institutional management.

2005 - Present
Kenya Wildlife Service, Senior Scientist – Ornithology: — Coordinate ornithology programmes through research with respect to environmental changes and programmes in collaboration with relevant stakeholders and partners and provide technical inputs on ornithological issues at KWS.
2008 - 2009
Kenya Wildlife Service (Research Scientist – Southern Conservation Area): — Development and implementation of biodiversity research as per approved policies, and articulation biodiversity conservation programmes, policies and strategies.

2005 - 2008
Kenya Wildlife Service (Biodiversity Conventions Officer) — Coordination & implementation of capacity building activities for Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) ; ensure closer relationships among focal points and develop synergies for MEAs; assist in coordination of implementation processes of resolutions adopted during Conference of Parties (CoPs); assist in the coordination of preparation of national reports for MEAs; information management, exchanges & access for MEAs; resource mobilization for MEA activities coordinated by Kenya Wildlife Service.

2000 - 2005 
National Museums of Kenya (Research Scientist) — Conduct research on birds’ ecology & population dynamics with respect to habitat changes; develop biodiversity conservation guidelines using birds as indicator taxa.

2001 - 2003
National Museums Kenya (Head, Department of Ornithology) — Overall administration & personnel management (Staff, Associates, Interns and students on attachment); set & supervise Departmental ornithological work programmes (research and training).

1998 - 1999

National Museums of Kenya, Assistant National Waterbird Census Coordinator — Assist with the overall project administration; preparation of project workplans, budgets and accounting for project funds; project database management and data analysis; general correspondence with volunteers and participating organizations; prepare project progress & scientific reports.

FUNDING and awards

2009
Effects of habitat changes on distribution, and abundance and resource exploitation by threatened and forest specialist birds in Arabuko-Sokoke Forest, Kenya. Collaborative project with Department of Biology, Wilbur Wright College, Illinois, Chicago, CO-PI, National Science Foundation, USA; US$ 137,000.

2009
Use of satellite tracking technology to understand ecology and conservation requirements of Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus in Kenya, PI, Mohammed Bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund; US$ 15,000.

2009
Development and building capacity for a ranger-based oxpecker monitoring programme for protected areas in Kenya, PI, Africa Bird Club (ABC), US$ 2,800.

2009
Development and building capacity for a ranger-based raptor monitoring programme for protected areas in Kenya, PI,  IDEA WILD ; US$ 1,500.

2009
Land use and climate change: potential impacts on human socio-economic developments, biodiversity conservation and management of southern rift valley wetlands, Kenya, PI,  START (SysTem for Analysis, Research and Training) for global environmental change (GEC) research in developing regions 2009); US$ 15,000.

2009



Wageningen University, PhD Scholarship.
2008
Preliminary assessment and understanding of the ecological requirements of the Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus in Kenya, PI, North Eastern Wisconsin Zoological Society; US$ 1,000.
2007
The effects of recreational disturbance and predation pressures on distribution and breeding biology of Roseate Tern Sterna dougalli on a Kenyan coastal island, PI. SeaWorld & Busch Gardens Conservation Fund; US$ 5000.
2007
Conservation biology of Papyrus Yellow Warbler Chloropeta gracilirostris in the Kenyan sector of Lake Victoria, PI.. British Ornithologists’ Union; US$ 3,200.
2007
Conservation biology of Turner’s Eremomela Eremomela turneri in Kakamega Forest, Kenya, PI. Oregon Zoo Conservation Fund; US$ 3,400.
2006
Distribution and threats to Roseate Tern Sterna dougalli on East African Coastal Island IBAs, PI. Columbus Zoo and Aquarium Conservation Fund; US$ 3,000.
2000 - 2005
Waterbirds monitoring programme in Kenyan wetlands, PI.. Funding received from Wetlands International, World Conservation Union (IUCN-EARO -Nairobi); World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF-EARO - Nairobi); Kenya Wildlife Service – Netherlands Wetlands Programme; Elsa Trust (Kenya); Kenya Museum Society, International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (UK), Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (UK); US$ 75,000.

2005
Some aspects of the conservation biology of Papyrus Yellow Warbler Chloropeta gracilirostris and Papyrus Gonolek Laniarius mufumbiri in the Kenyan sector of Lake Victoria, PI. British Ecological Society; US$ 3,200.

2004
Papyrus swamps habitat loss and degradation in western Kenya, PI. Wildlife Conservation Society, US$ 11,000.

2004
Papyrus swamps habitat loss and degradation in western Kenya, PI. Club300 (Sweden); U$5,000.

2004



University of Cape Town Scholarship.
2004



Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB, UK) Scholarship.
2004



Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT, UK) Scholarship.
2004
Europe-Africa Songbird Migration Earthwatch Project (Kenya) Fellowship.
2004
Nature Kenya (the East Africa Natural History Society, Kenya) Fellowship.
2003
Analysis and interpretation of birdstrikes incidents involving the national carrier, Kenya Airways flights on three Kenyan Airports, PI; National Carrier, Kenya Airways, US$ 2,100.

2002
Bird hazard management training for Kenya Airports Authority (KAA) and Kenya Airforce (KAF) PI; Kenya Airports Authority and Kenya Civil Aviation Authority, US$ 1,000.

1999



United Nations Environment Programme (Clean Up the World) Award.
1999



Tropical Biology Association (TBA) Fellowship.
1993 – 1997 
Government of Kenya Scholarship for undergraduate studies.
TRAINING COURSES AND SYMPOSIA

2008
Certificate in Documentation and Procedure Writing, ISO 9001, Bureau Veritas, Kenya.
2008
UNEP – GEF African Eurasian Flyways (Wings over Wetlands) Project Training Modules Adaptation Meeting for Eastern Africa, – Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
2008
12th Pan African Ornithological Congress, Cape Town, South Africa.
2008
British Bird Fair 2008 Exhibition, Leicester, United Kingdom.
2008
UNEP – GEF African Eurasian Flyways (Wings over Wetlands) Project Regional Training and Awareness Modules Review and Adaptation Workshop, Amman, Jordan.
2007
Pan-African Regional Meeting in Preparation for Ramsar Convention on Wetlands Conference of Parties (CoP10), Youndé, Cameroon.
2007
UNEP – GEF African Eurasian Flyways (Wings over Wetlands) Project Training and Awareness Raising Partnership Workshop – Almen, The Netherlands.
2007
Wildlife Conference in Kenya 2007: Research imperatives for biodiversity and conservation and management, Safari Park Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya.
2006
Development of International Single Species Action Plan for the Conservation of the Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor: AEWA/CMS International Lesser Flamingo Action Planning Workshop, Nairobi, Kenya.
2004
Wetlands Biodiversity Monitoring Scheme for Eastern Africa Steering Group meeting and 11th Pan African Ornithological Congress, Djerba, Tunisia.
2003
Wetlands Biodiversity Monitoring Scheme (WBMS) for Eastern Africa Steering Group meeting & launch, Nairobi, Kenya.
2002
3rd Eastern and Southern Africa (International Civil Aviation Organization) Workshop on Reduction of Bird Hazards to Aviation, Kampala, Uganda.
2001
Certificate in Information Technology, Figeans Computer College, Kenya.
2001
Certificate in Time Management, BirdLife International, UK.
2000
African Waterbird Census Programme (AfWC) Development Workshop and the 10th Pan African Ornithological Congress, Kampala, Uganda.
1999
Certificate in Tropical Ecology, Assessment & Management, Tropical Biology Association, UK. 

1999
Workshop on developing biodiversity monitoring protocols development for Kenya’s Important Bird Areas, Kenya Wildlife Service Training Institute, Naivasha, Kenya.
1999
1st session of meeting of parties to the African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement, Cape Town, South Africa.
1999
Workshop on Kenya & ratification of the African-Eurasian Waterbirds Agreement (AEWA), National Museums of Kenya, Nairobi.
1999
International conference on science & sustainable management of tropical waters, Kenya Wildlife Service Training Institute, Naivasha, Kenya.
1998
2nd international conference on wetlands and development, Dakar, Senegal.
ACADEMIC REVIEWS

African Journal of Ecology, Animal Conservation Journal, Biological Conservation Journal, Scopus, Tropical Conservation Science, Tropical Ecology, Oryx (Fauna & Flora International Journal).
CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS

1. Determination of interconnectivity of Lesser Flamingo Lakes in Kenya using satellite tracking of Lesser Flamingo movements in collaboration with Max Planck Institute for Ornithology, Germany. Co-principal investigator.
2. Implementation of Component II of the conservation of critical network of sites for migratory birds; Eastern and Southern Africa Sub-regional, AEWA-GEF Project.
3. Effects of habitat changes on distribution, and abundance and resource exploitation by threatened and forest specialist birds in Arabuko-Sokoke Forest, Kenya. Collaborative project with Department of Biology, Wilbur Wright College, Illinois, Chicago, Co-principal investigator.
4. Application of GSM tracking technology to understand ecology and conservation requirements of Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus in Kenya, Principal Investigator.
5. Development and building capacity for a ranger-based oxpecker monitoring programme for protected areas in Kenya, Principal Investigator.
6. Development and building capacity for a ranger-based raptor monitoring programme for protected areas in Kenya, Principal Investigator.
7. Land use and climate change: potential impacts on human socio-economic developments, biodiversity conservation and management of southern rift valley wetlands, Kenya, Principal Investigator.
PUBLICATIONS IN SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS

1. Owino, A.O. & Oyugi, J.O. (2009). Assessment of forest patches extents’ and land cover changes in the Lower Tana River, Kenya, 1994-2004. African Journal of Ecology. (Accepted forthcoming).
2. Owino, A.O., Oyugi, J.O. & Mwaura, V.W. (2009) An Assessment of Habitat Choice by Turner's Eremomela (Eremomela turneri) in Kakamega Forest, western Kenya. Journal of Threatened Taxa (Submitted).
3. Maclean, I.M.D., Hassall, M. Boar, R.R., Owino, A. & Bird, J. (2009). Wetland loss in East Africa and the conservation status of papyrus avifauna. Oryx (Submitted).
4. Owino, A.O, Kenana, L.M. & Omondi, P.O. (2009). Patterns of variation of mega-herbivore populations at Nairobi National Park, Kenya, 1990-2008. South African Journal of Wildlife Research (submitted).
5. Owino A.O. & Oyugi, J.O. (2009). Species concepts and biodiversity conservation: An overview of basic taxonomic diagnosis. Ecological Monographs (submitted).
6. Owino, A.O. & Oyugi, J.O. (2008). Assessment of some aspects of conservation biology of papyrus endemic passerines in Kenya. Scopus 28: 25-30.
7. Owino, A.O., Amutete, G., Mulwa, R.K. & Oyugi, J.O. (2008) Forest patch structures and bird species composition of a lowland riverine tropical forest in Kenya. Tropical Conservation Science 1 (3):242-264.
8. Owino, A.O. & Ryan, P. (2007). Recent papyrus habitat loss and conservation implications in western Kenya. Wetlands Ecology and Management. 15: 1-12.
9. Owino, A.O. & Ryan, P. (2006). Habitat associations of papyrus specialist birds at three papyrus swamps in western Kenya. African Journal of Ecology. 44: 438-443.
10. Owino, A.O., Biwott, N. & Amutete, G. (2004). Bird strike incidents involving Kenya Airways flights at three Kenyan airports, 1991–2001. African Journal of Ecology 42:122-128.
11. Owino A.O. (2002). Shoreline distribution patterns of Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius Temminck at Lake Nakuru, Kenya. African Journal of Ecology 40:393-395.
12. Owino, A. O., Bennun, L. A., Nasirwa, O. & Oyugi, J. (2002). Trends in waterbird numbers in southern Rift Valley of Kenya, 1991-2000. Waterbirds 25 (2): 191-201.
13. Owino, A. O., J. Oyugi, O. Nasirwa & L. A. Bennun (2001). Patterns of variation in waterbird numbers on four Rift Valley lakes in Kenya, 1991-1999. Hydrobiologia 458: 45-53.

TECHNICAL REPORTS

1. Kenana, L., Owino, A., Mwinzi, C., Lesale, J. & Muli S. (2008). Feasibility Assessments for Community Conservation Areas in Kajiado District, Kenya: Mbilin, Engirrgiri and Kipeto. Research Reports of the Southern Conservation Area, Kenya Wildlife Service.
2. Mwema, M., Owino, A.O. & Ndang’ang’a, K., (2005). Monitoring waterbirds in Kenya, July 2004 and January 2005. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology: 60.
3. Nasirwa, O., Muchane, M., Ndang’ang’a, K., Owino, A.O. & Muema, M. (2004). Monitoring waterbirds in Kenya, July 2003 and January 2004. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology: 55.
4. Owino, A. & Frost, W. (2003). Notes on some aspects of foraging niche partitioning among three species of woodpeckers in a riparian acacia woodland, Kenya. Tanzania. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology: 48.
5. Owino, A.O. (2003). Monitoring waterbirds in Kenya, July 2002 and January 2003. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology: 47.
6. Owino, A.O. (2002). Monitoring waterbirds in Kenya, July 2001 and January 2002. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology: 45.
7. Mulwa R. & Owino, A.O. (2002). Preliminary avifaunal survey in the lower Tana River Forests: Baomo South, Maroni West, Maroni East and Kipende West. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology: 43.
8. Owino, A.O. & Nasirwa, O. (2001). Monitoring waterbirds in Kenya, July 2000 and January 2001. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology: 39.
9. Amutete, G. & Owino, A.O. (2001). Preliminary avifaunal surveys in the lower Tana River Forests: Mchelelo East, Sifa East, Wenje East and Makere East. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology: 38.
10. Nasirwa, O & Owino, A.O. (2000). Monitoring waterbirds in Kenya, July 1999 and January 2000. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology: 37.
11. Oyugi, J. & Owino, A.O. (1999). Monitoring waterbirds in Kenya, July 1998 and January 1999. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology: 34.
12. Oyugi, J. & Owino, A.O. (1998b). Monitoring waterbirds in Kenya, July 1997 and January 1998. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology 33.
13. Oyugi, J. & Owino A.O. (1998a). Monitoring waterbirds in central Kenya July 1996 and January 1997. Centre for Biodiversity Research Reports, National Museums of Kenya: Ornithology: 31.

POPULAR ARTICLES

1. Owino, A.O. (2005). Shrinking papyrus swamps in Kenya. Birds & Birding 10 (3): 23.

2. Owino, A.O. (2004). Monitoring of waterbirds in Kenya 2002 & 2003. Kenya Birds 11 (1): 37-38.
3. Owino, A.O. (2003). Monitoring of waterbirds in Kenya: 2001 & 2002. Kenya Birds 10: 27-28.
4. Owino, A.O. & NASIRWA, O. (2002). Monitoring of waterbirds in Kenya: 2000 & 2001. Kenya Birds 9: 27-31.
5. Nasirwa, O. & Owino, A.O. (2000). Waterbird counts in Kenya 1999 & 2000. Kenya Birds 8: 85-87.
6. Oyugi, J. & Owino, A.O. (1999). Waterbirds on Kenyan Wetlands 1998 & 1999. Kenya Birds 7: 98-106.

ARTICLES IN PREPARATION

1. Owino, A.O. & Nasirwa, O. (in preparation). Sustaining a robust biodiversity monitoring scheme: Waterbird monitoring techniques for Kenya’s wetland ecosystems.

2. Owino, A.O. (in preparation). Kenya birds – E-guide for learning institutions, tour operators and conservation organizations.

3. Selewski, V., Owino, A.O. & Childress, B. (in preparation). Interconnectivity of flamingo lakes in Africa. Tracking Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor movements using satellites in eastern Africa.
4. Owino, A.O & Kenana, L.M. (in preparation). Wetlands and wildlife conservation linkages: The Kenya perspectives.

5. Oyugi, D.O., Mwelu, E., Nyamasyo, S., Moindi, D. & Owino, A.O. (in preparation). Habitat resource utilization by wildlife on the riparian habitats of an Afrotropical lake – Lake Naivasha, Kenya.

BOOKS & PROCEEDINGS
1. Owino, A.O. & Oyugi, J.O. (2009). Directory of Conservation Funding Sources for Developing Countries: Conservation Biology, Education & Training, Fellowships & Scholarship Awards. Nova Science Publishers, Inc, New York, USA.
2. Amutete, G., Owino, A.O. & Froneman, A. (2008). Challenges and opportunities for bird hazard mitigation strategies in Africa: Airport bird hazard control capacity building programmes in Kenya. Proceedings of the 12th Pan-African Ornithological Congress, 7-12 September 2008, Cape Town, South Africa.
3. Owino, A.O. (2005). Papyrus swamp habitat loss and degradation: Impacts on endemic birds in Kenya. MSc Thesis, University of Cape Town, South Africa.
4. Owino, A.O. & Amutete, G. (2002). Trends of bird strikes at three Kenya’s airports: lessons from Kenya Airways bird strikes data, 1991-2001. In: Diatta, D. (Ed). Proceedings of the 3rd Eastern and Southern Africa Workshop on Reduction of Bird Hazards to Aviation, 20–24 August 2002, Kampala, Uganda.
5. Owino, A.O. & Amutete, G. (2002). Airport bird hazard training in Kenya: Achievements and progress. In Diatta, D. (Ed). Proceedings of the 3rd Eastern and Southern Africa Workshop on Reduction of Bird Hazards to Aviation, 20–24 Aug. 2002, Kampala, Uganda.
6. Owino, A.O., Oyugi, J., Nasirwa, O. & Bennun, L.A (2001). Patterns of variation in waterbird numbers on four Rift Valley lakes in Kenya 1991-1999. In Harper, D. & Zalewski, M. (Eds). Ecohydrology: Science and sustainable management of tropical waters. IHP Technical Documents in Hydrology, No. 46. Pp 95-96. UNESCO, Paris.
7. Nasirwa, O., Owino, A.O., Mungaya, E. & Wachira, J. (2001). Waterbird counts in the Rufiji Delta, Tanzania, in December 2000. Environmental Management and Biodiversity Conservation of Forests, Woodlands, and Wetlands of the Rufiji Delta and Floodplain: Rufiji Environment Management Project. World Conservation Union (IUCN), Nairobi, Kenya.
8. Nasirwa, O., Oyugi, J. & Owino, A.O. (1999). Waterbird monitoring programme in Kenya. In A. Beintema & van Vassem, J. & (eds.): Strategies for 1998, No. 55, Wageningen: Wetlands International. Conserving migratory waterbirds, Proceedings of 2nd International Conference on Wetlands and Development, Dakar, Senegal, 8-14 November.
INTERESTS

Conservation with special emphasis to ornithology, ecological modelling, sustainable biodiversity utilization, natural resource management, ecological and environmental economics, biodiversity information systems and decision support systems for sustainable livelihoods and policy. I achieve these interests through carrying targeted research and training on key areas and integrating these with socio-economics in sustainable development including integrated environmental assessment and reporting, ICT application in development, and specialized research in GIS for biodiversity conservation and developing appropriate predictive conservation models for environment, policy and sustainable development.
CONSULTATION
Conservation ecology, ornithology, ecological modeling, environmental policy; environmental governance; environmental impact assessment; payments for ecosystem services (PES), conservation planning, environmental economics, biodiversity information systems, environmental and sustainability education, 
environmental information systems (EIS); land-use planning, poverty 
and environment, project management; protected areas management 
and development, ecotourism development; NGO capacity building.

1

